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Below are sentences adapted (liberally!) from the Wednesday 12 February 
Shorthorn.  Rewrite each sentence from the selection as a “very simple sentence,” 
stripping away all “adjuncts” and leaving just the core: each “very simple 
sentence” should consist of 2-6 words or thereabouts. (If a given sentence is 
passive, rewrite it as active and then simplify it.)  Identify each sentence as one of 
the five canonical declarative sentence types, and label the constituents of each: 
 

I. Intransitive (S-V) 
II. Transitive (S-V-DO) 
III.  Ditransitive (S-V-IO-DO) 
IV.  Subject-Complement (S-LV-SC) 
V. Object-Complement (S-V-DO-OC) 

__________________________________  
 
UTA student arrests (S) in connection with marijuana possession have 
doubled (V) since the fall semester, according to sources.  (Intransitive) 
 
Last semester, eight nonstudents and two students (S) were arrested (V) by UTA 
Police (A) in connection with marijuana possession.   (Rewritten as active: 
Police (S) arrested (V) nonstudents and students (DO). (Transitive) 
 
 
“We (S) are seeing (V) an increase (DO) in enforcement.  (Transitive) 
 
Of course we (S) ’re going to take (V) action (DO) against those violators.” 
(Transitive) 
 
Marijuana (S) has always been (LV) popular (SC) among college students.  
(Subject-Complement) 
 
The popularity (S) of the substance has made (V) many drug dealers (DO) 
rich people (OC).  (Object-Complement) 
 
On Jan. 1, Colorado (S) became (LV) the first state (SC) in the nation to 
begin allowing the sale of recreational marijuana to anyone 21 or older at 
recreational pot stores.  (Subject-Complement) 



 
Conservative commentators (S), about to see their values go up in smoke, 
fumed (V) mightily.  (Intransitive)  
 
Marijuana (S) is (LV) still illegal (SC) under federal law. (Subject-
Complement) 
 
UTA police (S) have given (V) several students (IO) citations (DO) for 
marijuana use. (Ditransitive) 
 
Borougerdi (S) recently published (V) an article (DO) based on his 
research of the hemp plant.  (Transitive) 
 
The reefer madness stuff (S) of people consuming marijuana and going off and 
killing people and raping people is (LV) all absurd (SC). (Subject-
Complement)   
 
There (S) seems to be (LV) a general tendency (SC) amongst humans to 
want to alter their state of consciousness.  (Subject-Complement) 
 
Texas (S) may some day take (V) steps (DO) to decriminalize marijuana, but 
not soon.  (Transitive) 
 
Legalization (S) has made (V) mile-high Denver (DO) a thriving tourist 
destination (OC).  (Object-Complement) 
 
Marijuana (S) has provided (V) travellers (IO) more reasons (DO) to 
visit Washington and Colorado. (Ditransitive) 


