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An exercise in analyzing noun phrases.   The sentences below are direct 

(unadapted) from a Shorthorn column. 

 

For each sentence, extract all the noun phrases.  Then, identify their constituents, 

including determiners, premodifiers, heads, and postmodifiers; also note where 

two noun phrases appear in apposition (if that happens).   

 

Then, for each noun phrase, identify whether its constituents consist of articles or 

other determiners, attributive nouns or adjectives, possessives, numerals, or 

other premodifiers – and analyze the types of postmodifiers (prepositional 

phrases, relative clauses, participial clauses, or other kinds). 

 

Gay rights are elusive 
Lucas Lothamer, The Shorthorn guest columnist | Posted: 
Wednesday, October 2, 2013 12:15 am 
 
Gay rights certainly have progressed significantly over the last few years. One of 
the most notable advancements is likely the Supreme Court’s decision that 
Section 3 of the Defense of Marriage Act is unconstitutional. Also, President 
Obama became the first sitting president to endorse publicly his support for legal 
recognition of same-sex marriages. And by Congress repealing Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell, people in the LGBTQ community that serve in the military need no longer 
conceal their sexual orientation for fear of being discharged. These advancements 
are amazing considering that just a little more than 10 years ago, sexual relations 
between consenting adults of the same sex was illegal in some states, Texas being 
one of them. Still, is the change enough? 
Attitudes of the electorate certainly have become more supportive of gay rights 
issues. Several credible polls show that same-sex marriage is now supported by a 
majority of Americans. With this change in opinion it is no wonder why the 
government’s stance on gay rights has made an apparent 180 when considering 
past policy efforts. However, the fight for gay rights is certainly not over. While 
Section 3 of DOMA being struck down was largely celebrated by the LGBTQ 
community, it does not mean that the states now must allow marriages between 
same-sex couples. The ruling only extends federal spousal benefits to same-sex 
couples legally married by a state that allows it. 


