
ENGL 2384-003 
Fall 2013 
assignment 3, due in class Tues 17 Sept 
 

I: the following is an adaptation of an AP news story filed 10 September 2013.  It’s all in 
declarative sentences.  For each declarative sentence, circle (or bold) the “core” 
elements (subjects, verbs, objects, complements), and underline (or italicize) the 
adjuncts. 

They had just married but the woman was having second thoughts. During an argument 
at the Glacier National park in Montana, he grabbed her arm but she shoved him off a 
cliff to his death. 

Federal prosecutors have given their version of what happened to Cody Lee Johnson, 25, 
two months after his body was found in an area so steep and rugged that a helicopter had 
to be used to recover his body. 

On Monday, Jordan Linn Graham, 22, appeared in federal court on a second-degree 
murder charge over the 7 July death. Her lawyer, Andrew Nelson, declined to comment. 

Johnson's family and friends had called for an investigation since the body was 
recovered 12 July. 

On the night Johnson died, Graham told a friend that she meant to talk to Johnson 
about "having second thoughts about having been married," according to an FBI affidavit 
filed with the criminal complaint. 

She originally told investigators that Johnson sent her a text on the night of his death, 
saying he was going for a drive with a friend from out of town. 

Five days later, Graham admitted to authorities in a second interview that she had lied, 
according to the affidavit. 
 
 
II: Write a five-sentence news story on any topic that takes your interest.  Make each 
sentence a coordinated sentence consisting of two independent clauses.  Include no 
adjuncts.   Then, take one of your five sentences and expand it, using as many adjuncts as 
you feel like (but at least three; such sentences are theoretically infinite, so don’t go that 
far J ) 
 
III: Find two examples of each of the three following types of verbs, and write the 
simplest sentence you can think of that uses each of the six verbs.   
 

1) a verb that never allows an object (a purely intransitive verb) 
2) a verb that sometimes allows an object and sometimes doesn’t 
3) a verb that always requires an object (a purely transitive verb) 


